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SUMMARY OF CHAIRMAN’S ADDRESS 

To the 34th AGM of QPITC, 17 August 2018 

 

This Association was incorporated in Queensland on 5th July 1984 under the 

Associations Incorporation Act 1981. State and Federal Governments provided financial 

assistance for some time. 

However, for the past 10 or more years it has relied on the PARTEC Institute to provide 

administrative assistance to review and develop plastics technology training policy and 

products.  

Over the years, from time to time, the Association has faced up to a number of critical 

external threats to the industry’s long-term training development program. The 

advancement of the industry’s plastics training needs is always the primary function of 

the Association, and I take this opportunity to thank all the PARTEC staff for their work 

this past year, navigating through the operational ups and downs and also to my 

voluntary directors and committee members, on behalf of the Queensland Queensland 

Plastics Industry as represented by our Association members and our allied industry 

friends. 

The Queensland government still stands out from the crowd with its recognition of 

Apprenticeships and Traineeships as similar in name but different in application, and 

intelligent prioritization for funding purposes.   

Our industry gives 65% of apprenticeships to existing workers who have proved their 

worth. 

The 20-30 years’ age group makes up 50% of the apprentice numbers, with 25% under 

20 years and 25% ranging between 30-45 years of age. 

In a high-tech industry, an apprenticeship is an education program to improve the 

enterprise capability and help the business grow and prosper. 

The education must focus on the science of materials and manufacturing process 

optimization. 

Reports from industry in the Townsville region indicate that activity may have hit rock-

bottom, but the future looks much better. 

James Hunter 

Chairman – QPITC 

Director – PARTEC Institute 

August 2018 


